Listening Guide ~ Instrumental Ensembles

Name_____________________________   Main Group (circle):   *Band   Orchestra    Chorus


*To receive Extra Credit, Band & Wind Ensemble members should turn this in to Mr. Linaberry by 4:00PM

Part I:
Give a subjective rating to the following aspects of today’s performance, using a number scale -  “5” is high, “1” is low.

___ Rhythm ~ Are rhythms heard clearly and obviously in all instrumental  parts? Are the written rhythms performed masterfully?  Are dotted-note rhythms placed correctly to avoid a swing-feel unless it’s called for? 
___ Execution ~ Does the ensemble begin and end all sounds together?  Are the articulations placed together and do they match (are all performers using the same type of articulation)? Do all accelerando & ritard happen together?
___ Blend & Tone Quality ~ Does the overall sound seem well-blended without individuals’ sounds sticking out? Is there a pleasing amount of lower voices so the Tone is not ‘top-heavy’? 

___ Balance ~ Do we hear appropriate amounts of each portion of the group (especially considering the Soprano – Alto – Tenor – Bass sounds)?  Are the melodic lines easily heard?  Do the accompanimental figures have a clearly audible identity without covering the important lines?

___ Intonation ~ Is the Wind Ensemble as-a-whole well in tune?  Are unisons free from ‘beats’? Do the Major, Minor and other chord-qualities come through clearly? 

___ Phrasing & Musicality ~ Does the ensemble choose breathing spots which support logical phrasing? Is there an obvious sense of musical direction within the phrases? Does the overall performance demonstrate more than the ‘notes on the page’?  (Does it show a sense of artistry?)

___ Soloists & Smaller Groups (if applicable) ~  Does each chosen soloist have technical ability and ‘style’ which seems to match the assigned solo? Do the soloists project clearly above the texture of the rest of the Wind Ensemble?

___ Literature ~ Is there a nice variety of literature?  Are the pieces well-matched to the ability of the performers? Is the chosen program well-suited to both the performers and to the listeners, keeping everyone fully ‘engaged’ in the performance at all times?
___ Appearance ~ Are the performers well groomed? Do the performers demonstrate exemplary musicians’ posture? Are the performers dressed uniformly, or in a way which supports the performance rather than distracting from it? Most importantly – can we tell by observing the performers that they are making their greatest effort in their performance?  Note: look carefully at the performers’ eyes, their breathing, and at the planning among Percussionists.

___ Conductor ~ Does the Conductor communicate all necessary information to the performers (think of Entrances, Dynamics, Style, Tempo & Tempo-changes, Etc.)? If a Soloist is used, does the Conductor do whatever is necessary to keep the Tempo & Dynamic elements together?  Is the Conductor an engaging Public Speaker who gives the listener appropriate information?

____ (Your AVERAGE score: Sum divided by 10)

Part II: Choose one of the following topics and write one paragraph on the back of this page:

1) Choose an individual performer - or an entire Section (preferably your instrument) – and describe several interesting, motivating or educational things you noticed, especially if it will help you become a better performer.

2) What new information did you gain from today’s performance, and how has it affected you?

3) Comment on the one most outstanding and the one least outstanding aspect of today’s performance.
4) Which piece(s) did you enjoy the most, and why?

5) If you have ever heard or performed one of these pieces, or a piece by one of these composers, what are some similarities and differences from your previous experience?

6) Comment on how this performance has inspired you.

7) If you were a member of this ensemble, write a brief ‘publicity’ paragraph which might be used to encourage other students to join.
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