For Band Percussionists:
A Guide for Part-Assignments at the beginning of the year

1)  Pick your Primary responsibilities:

· Look at the Level of Difficulty for each part: For example, A= Advanced MA=MediumAdvanced  ME=MediumEasy 

· If you are a good Snare player, you should be in the “MA” and “A” Snare parts.  If you are not a good Mallet player yet, you SHOULD choose some mallet parts, but they should be the “E” parts

· Make sure you have a good rotation!  You shouldn’t be playing the same instruments all the time.

2)  Pick your Back-up Parts.  Try to pair up so it becomes a learning situation … a stronger player should be paired up with a less experienced player.

3)  Separate your MUSIC … Put YOUR music in YOUR folder, and try to keep the music organized (by title or composer)
4)  Write your name in pencil on your music, then circle the names of the instruments you’ll play on that same sheet.

The End Result ~ 

· Every player has both Primary & Back-Up assignments, so every player has something important to do on every piece.  

· You have a folder with your name on it, and your music is in that folder.

· Your parts are all labeled with your name, and the instrument(s) you’ll play are circled on those parts.

· The part-assignments will work to Teach people:  1) they should teach you something more advanced about the instruments you don’t yet play well, and   2)  they should allow you to teach others who aren’t as proficient as you are on some instrument.

This process will work for a while; later on, I’ll help guide you a little closer so we can have the best possible Section on each piece.  In the meantime, however, this will keep you busy on everything we play.
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