MEHS Jazz Band Sectionals:

Checklist of Goal-Levels

Level 0:

Rhythms are Incorrect , or ...  Notes are Incorrect.  This level implies two things:

· Individuals need to spend concentrated personal practice time to prepare, and/or

· Strong players need to assist others in learning the basic note & rhythm structure (including any special fingerings, slide positions or other necessary techniques)

_____ Section is at Level 0

Level I:

Rhythms are correct with a steady pulse.  Also …

Notes are correct with a steady pulse.  NOTE: The steady pulse may be slower than the indicated Tempo.

_____ Level I has been met ~ Go on …

Level II:

Level I is met, and ...

Articulations are correct -  Sounds match the written markings.  Also …

Dynamics are correct - Written Dynamic markings are followed; Dynamic changes/contrasts are easy to hear.

_____ Level II has been met ~ go on …

Level III:

Level II is met, and ...

Rhythms, Notes, Articulations & Dynamics are all Correct, and
Tempo / Groove is correct:  The performance is correct and fluent at the indicated Tempo.

_____ Level III has been met ~ go on …

Level IV:

Level III is met, and ...

Intonation #1 -  Unisons & Octaves (the linear tuning) is accurate and pleasant at a moderate dynamic level; repairs have been made both by ear and with a mechanical tuner; and

Intonation #2 – Intervals & Chords (the vertical tuning) are accurate and pleasant at a stable moderate dynamic level; and

Phrasing - All breaths and note-endings are performed together; phrases have artistic motion; and

Balance - Each member of the Section plays at the appropriate level; no one sticks out or is lost; and

Blend - The 'color' of  the Section is well matched; no one’s Tone sticks out

_____ Level IV has been met ~ go on …

Level V:

Level IV is met, and ...

Intonation #3 – Unisons, Octaves and other Intervals/Chords have been checked and repaired at the written dynamic levels; and

Nuances – The artistic fine points (including swells, special dynamic effects, etc.) are in place and performed fluently.

_____ Level V has been met ~ go on …

Level VI:

Level V is met, and ...

The Section has recorded the excerpt, and has listened to the recorded result.  All Section members are in agreement that Level V is maintained in performance.  Otherwise, the Section returns to a prior Level and continues to work. 

_____ Level VI has been met.
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